THE   EPIC   OF   CAPTAIN   SCOTT

was published posthumously. Most of us will
never meet as beautiful a character as that
which is revealed unconsciously in these narra-
tives. Reading them one cannot fail to see
a clear picture of the man ; it is not necessary
to have served under Scott in order to know
him. First of all he was essentially a leader.
He had great energy and determination, and
although he worked his men to breaking point
when necessary he was always thinking of their
welfare. This is not the conventional picture
of an ideal leader. It is the sober statement
of men who sledged with Scott. Over and
over again they will tell you how he was
always considering other people. He was
strong, immensely strong, both mentally and
physically, but he was also sensitive and shy,
kind and gentle. When the news was brought
to him that the confinement of a sister of his
had been brought to a successful termination
he fainted. And he cried very easily. It is
his humanity, his faith, his steadfastness, and
above all his simplicity which make him stand
out head and shoulders among the great men
of his age.

There are those who say that Scott made
mistakes, that he should have taken dogs on
the polar journey, that he should have done
this or that in order to have arrived at the
Pole before Amundsen. People who express
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